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Bravo-Karimi Leads Law Firm’s Emphasis on Diversity
ATTOURNEYS: Wilson Turner Kosmo Achieved 80% Women or Minority Staff

	�By RAY HUARD

As the head of  one of  Southern California’s 
largest law firms owned by women, Carolina 
Bravo-Karimi has been hailed as a catalyst for 

change in helping businesses harness the power of 
diversity in her role as managing partner of  Wilson 
Turner Kosmo.

She did that at Wilson Turner Kosmo in leading the 
firm’s commitment to diversity as it hired 17 lawyers 
and a human resources director of  diversity.

More than 60% of  the firm’s partners are women, 
women account for nearly 80% of  the firm’s lawyers, 
and 45% of  the firm’s lawyers are minorities.

In all, more than 80% of  the firm’s staff  are wom-
en or minorities.

Bravo-Karimi was named by the San Diego Business 
Journal as Business Woman of  the Year for a private 
medium-sized company.

In nominating Bravo-Karimi for the honor, her col-
leagues wrote that she is “a dynamic litigator” and a 
sought-after expert in equity and inclusion. 

“Carolina advocates for more diverse, equitable and 
inclusive workplaces and advises businesses, decision 
makers, and employees on how to achieve them,” her 
colleagues wrote. “She is a leader in law, business and 
society who is shaping dialogue on diversity and un-
conscious bias to build workplaces free from harass-
ment, discrimination and micro-aggressions.”

Impressive Resume of Involvement
A graduate of  Harvard University with a bachelor’s 

degree in government and Spanish, Bravo-Karimi 
earned a master’s degree in gender studies from the 
London School of Economics and Political Science.

She earned her law degree from the University of San 
Diego (USD).

Bravo-Karimi joined Wilson Turner Kosmo as an as-
sociate in June 2012, became a partner in January 2018 
and was the firm’s first Latina partner. She was named 
managing partner in December 2021.

She serves on the Fleet Science Center’s Board of 

Trustees and is co-chair of the Trustee Affairs Committee.
Bravo-Karimi also is president of USD’s San Diego 

School of Law’s Alumni Board, co-chair of Just the Be-
ginning’s Steering Committee, and a board member and 
past president of the Federal Bar Association’s San Diego 
Chapter, deputy of San Diego’s Hispanic National Bar 
Association, a faculty advisor of USD’s Executive Moot 
Court Board, and a faculty member of the National In-
stitute of Trial Attorney’s trial program.

Bravo-Karimi received the San Diego County Bar As-
sociation’s Service to Diversity award; was named to Pro-
files in Diversity Journal’s Latino Leaders Worth Watch-
ing Award; and was honored by San Diego Lawyers-Su-
per Lawyer.

At Wilson Turner Kosmo, maintains the firm’s more 
than 10-year partnership with the San Diego Bar Asso-
ciation and the Association of Corporate Counsel’s San 
Diego Diversity Fellowship Program.

Pioneering Program
Bravo-Karimi  has started the firm’s pioneering Diver-

sity, Equity & Inclusion (DE&I) practice group to work 
with industry-leading global organizations and educa-
tional institutions on large-scale projects that promote 
workplace cohesion, attract and retain talent, create busi-
ness opportunities, increase diversity data transparency 
and reduce legal risk.

“Our firm was built upon DE&I because it was built 
by people, women predominantly, who wanted to inte-
grate their outside lives with their professional lives,” 
Bravo-Karimi said. “That is what diversity and inclu-
sion is all about. It’s the idea that we show up to work 
as full and complete individuals and want our workplace 
to recognize the full extent of who we are and what our 
identity is.”

Carolina Bravo-Karimi

Medium Company, Private
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