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Samantha Hardy is a partner with Shep-
pard Mullin in its Labor and Employment 
practice group. She also leads the firm’s 

Retail, Fashion & Beauty Team, and is active 
on the Food and Beverage team. 

Hardy’s focus is on defense of employers in 
all types of labor and employment matters, as 
well as on proactively advising employers to 
avoid litigation. She has handled single plain-
tiff  discrimination, retaliation, harassment, 
failure to accommodate, wrongful termina-
tion, and defamation cases, as well as other 
statutory, contract and tort-related claims, and 
has developed an expertise in California and 
national wage and hour issues. She has a sig-
nificant amount of experience representing 
employers in class actions, both within Cal-
ifornia and nationwide, as well as represent-
ing employers before administrative agencies.

Hardy has been active in influencing legis-
lative changes of interest to her clients both 
inside and outside California. She can be 
reached at shardy@sheppardmullin.com or 
619-840-9554.

Whitney Hodges is a partner at Sheppard, 
Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP in 
the firm’s San Diego office. As part of 

the Real Estate, Land Use and Natural Re-
sources Practice Group, she represents clients 
involved in residential, industrial, commercial 
and mixed-use development projects, as well 
as Native American Indian tribes and renew-
able energy developers through all phases of 
the land use regulatory process and environ-
mental compliance. Her land use experience 
includes real estate due diligence investigations, 
negotiating and drafting development agree-
ments, processing land use entitlements, ad-
vising tribal governments on environmental 
and natural resources law, and appearing be-
fore governmental agencies and commissions. 

In addition, she leads the firm’s Cannabis 
Industry Team and is Recruiting Chair for the 
San Diego office. In her free time, Hodges is 
an adjunct professor at USD and serves as a 
kitten foster home for the San Diego Humane 
Society. She can be reached at whodges@shep-
pardmullin.com or 619-338-6542.
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Emily Fox is Partner and Chair of the Em-
ployment Law practice group at Wilson 
Turner Kosmo LLP. A respected author-

ity on employment law, she is committed to 
advancing diversity in the legal industry. She 
is a skilled negotiator with a record of achiev-
ing favorable outcomes in high-stakes, employ-
ment-related disputes including wage and hour, 
harassment, discrimination and retaliation. 
She also helps clients avoid litigation. A lead-
er at one of the largest certified women-owned 
law firms in California, Fox creates opportuni-
ties for women and minority attorneys to ad-
vance their careers. She’s a driving force behind 
WTK’s diversity, professional development and 
service to the legal industry initiatives.

A Forever Balboa Park Trustee, Fox helps 
find creative solutions for challenges facing 
San Diego’s crown jewel, including providing 
pro bono human resource and employment 
law advice. She also helped the organization 
navigate the complexities of the pandemic. She 
can be reached at efox@wilsonturnerkosmo.
com or 619-236-9600.
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Steffi Gascón Hafen is managing partner 
of the San Diego office of Snell & Wilmer. 
Her practice is concentrated in tax, trust 

and estate matters with emphasis in estate 
planning, trust and probate administration, 
and estate and gift taxation. 

In January 2019, Hafen was elected to her 
firm’s partnership in her first year of eligibil-
ity, a feat in and of itself. Partnership selec-
tion at Snell & Wilmer is based on a compre-
hensive look at an attorney’s demonstrated 
skills and potential as a lawyer and partner, 
and commitment to the firm, clients and the 
community. She was the only female partner 
in her practice group across all offices. In 2020, 
Hafen relocated from Snell & Wilmer’s Orange 
County office to help lead the opening of the 
San Diego office.

Hafen received her L.L.M. in Taxation from 
Loyola Law School and her J.D. from USC’s 
Gould School of Law. She can be reached at 
shafen@swlaw.com or 858-434-5002.
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Michelle L. Jacko is the Managing Part-
ner and CEO of Jacko Law Group, PC, 
which offers securities, corporate, real es-

tate and employment law counsel to broker-deal-
ers, investment advisers, investment companies, 
hedge/private funds and financial industry pro-
fessionals. In addition, she is the Founder and 
CEO of Core Compliance & Legal Services, Inc., 
a compliance consultation firm. She specializes 
in investment adviser, broker-dealer, and fund 
regulatory compliance matters, internal control 
development, regulatory examinations, transi-
tion services and operational risk management. 

Her practice is focused on the areas of regu-
latory exams and formal inquiries, mergers and 
acquisitions, annual reviews, policies and proce-
dures development, testing of compliance pro-
grams (including evaluation of internal controls 
and supervision), mock exams, senior client issues, 
cybersecurity, Regulation S-P, and much more. 
As a frequent presenter at national financial in-
dustry conferences, Jacko delivers insightful and 
thought-provoking workshops regarding industry 
hot topics and rising compliance issues. She is a 
frequent contributor to various industry journals.

Ally Keegan is Associate Attorney in the 
Law Office of David P. Shapiro. She has 
practiced criminal defense on both the 

state and federal levels. Having handled var-
ious types of cases in every stage of the de-
fense process, she understands the care and 
attention that every person accused of a crime 
needs and deserves. She is proud to have the 
opportunity to defend people in their darkest 
hour. She knows that at the end of the day, 
the most gratifying part of her job is being 
able to help her clients navigate our compli-
cated legal system. Since 2021, she has served 
as an Adjunct Professor of Criminal Law at 
the USD School of Law Paralegal Program. 
Additionally, in the spring of 2022, Keegan 
added to her profile as a legal expert for Fox 
News after the sentencing of Jussie Smollett. 
She can be reached at Ally@DPShapiro.com 
or 619-295-3555. 
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Emily Howe is principal and founder of the 
Law Offices of Emily E. Howe. Her success 
is based on a human-based approach with 

integrity, compassion and results. She helps 
socially conscious individuals, nonprofits and 
startups understand and access their rights. 
Her main areas of practice include wrongful 
death-catastrophic injuries, individual-civil 
rights, and trusts-estate planning. She success-
fully represents and empowers clients during 
difficult and stressful times.

Howe serves as President-elect of the Pan 
Asian Lawyers of San Diego and sits on the 
boards of the San Diego Library Foundation 
and La Jolla Bar Association. She is a found-
ing director of the San Diego Asian American 
Legal Education Fund and an active and life-
long member of numerous organizations and 
affinity bars. Her bar admissions include: Cal-
ifornia; Massachusetts; District of Columbia; 
U.S. District Courts; U.S. Court of Appeals 
for 9th and 10th Circuits; Supreme Court of 
the United States. She can be reached at info@
howelaws.com or 619-800-6605.
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Danielle C. Humphries, Partner at Hahn 
Loeser & Parks LLP, is Chair of  the 
Trusts & Estates Practice in the firm’s 

San Diego office. She serves as general coun-
sel for families, managing a multitude of legal 
issues, including trust and estate related issues, 
wealth preservation and protection, philan-
thropic planning, and tax planning. 

She has extensive experience representing 
fiduciaries and beneficiaries in complex trust 
and estate administration and litigation. Her 
representation of fiduciaries includes advising 
individual and corporate fiduciaries on risk 
mitigation and their duties and responsibili-
ties in the course of administration of trusts 
and estates. Humphries has earned a stellar 
reputation as a trusted adviser with experience, 
insight, and sophistication. Her genuine, car-
ing nature, coupled with her depth of experi-
ence, is evident in that her greatest source of 
new clients is through referrals. Humphries is 
an extraordinary role model and advocate for 
gender parity within the legal industry. She 
can be reached at dhumphries@hahnlaw.com 
or 619-810-4300.
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