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TED TINSON
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, SHEPPARD MULLIN 

RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP

Ted Tinson has been the Chief Operating Officer at Sheppard 
Mullin since 2014. He oversees firm operations and 
administration across all offices worldwide. Tinson reports to firm 
Chairman, Guy Halgren, and the firm’s Executive Committee. He 
has helped build a highly effective C-Suite and team of business 
professionals supporting the attorneys at this AmLaw 100 law 
firm. Tinson earned a bachelor’s degree from Colby College and 
an MBA from the University of Maine.

RANDY L. SOCOL
PARTNER, DLA PIPER

Randy Socol has been a partner at DLA Piper since 1999 and 
is co-chair of the firm’s Emerging Growth and Venture Capital 
practice and is a founding member of the Corporate Venture 
Leadership Group. The global firm completed a merger with Liner 
LLP, a boutique firm in Los Angeles, and Socol has since split 
his time between San Diego and L.A. Socol specializes in IP and 
technology, corporate and securities, life sciences, venture capital, 
finance and real estate.

FRANK L. TOBIN 
OFFICE MANAGING SHAREHOLDER, OGLETREE, 

DEAKINS, NASH, SMOAK & STEWART, P.C.

Frank Tobin is the Office Managing Shareholder of the San Diego 
office of Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. He has 
practiced law in San Diego for over 25 years and is a graduate 
of Claremont McKenna College. Tobin devotes his practice to a 
wide range of litigation matters including labor and employment, 
commercial, unfair competition, trade secrets, real estate, 
healthcare and professional liability. He is recognized in the 2021 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America. 

RITA STEEL 
PRESIDENT, ROBERT HALF

Rita Steel is president of West and Southwestern U.S. operations 
for the professional staffing service. She oversees more than $1 
billion in revenue in more than 100 locations with 1,500 employees. 
She joined Robert Half in 1987 as a staffing manager in the San 
Francisco office. She serves on the boards of Dress for Success 
and City Ballet of San Diego. She has twice been named to the 
Staffing Industry Analysts’ Global Power 100 Women in Staffing list.

VICKIE TURNER 

PARTNER, WILSON TURNER KOSMO

A named partner at Wilson Turner Kosmo, the largest women-
owned law firm in San Diego, Vickie Turner is a formidable, 
nationally recognized litigator who’s spent her 38-year career 
defending complex product liability claims for large manufacturers, 
distributors and retailers like John Deere, Ford and BMW North 
America across the western U.S. Committed to inspiring youth, 
she cofounded the Turner Dream Foundation which provides 
leadership opportunities to diverse students, and Links to STEM, a 
program introducing underrepresented students to STEM subjects.

CARRIE STONE 
PRESIDENT, CSTONE & ASSOCIATES

Carrie Stone is the President of cStone & Associates, a global 
boutique executive and board recruitment firm delivering leaders 
and board members for a range of industries. With 25 years of 
corporate executive leadership and service on boards, Stone is 
an established leader in the executive search industry. She is an 
active member of the Young Presidents' Organization (YPO) and 
a member of Corporate Director’s Forum and the Co-founder of 
Women Corporate Directors.

ADAM SVET
CO-CHAIRMAN, EASTRIDGE WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS

Adam Svet is the Co-Chairman of Eastridge, which develops 
strategic workforce management programs, innovative 
technology platforms, and comprehensive staffing solutions. Prior 
to serving as CEO, he built the company’s professional services 
segments. His accomplishments include expanding the company 
domestically into Massachusetts and internationally into the U.K. 
and Germany; and reducing company operating expenses by 
more than $2 million without massive staff reductions.

JAMIE SIGLER O'GRADY 

FOUNDING PARTNER, J PUBLIC RELATIONS

Jamie Sigler O’Grady created J Public Relations (JPR) in 2005 
in her mid-twenties. She built the agency’s client base one 
relationship at a time alongside her business partner, Sarah 
Evans. JPR’s client roster now features some of the biggest 
names in hospitality, travel, real estate, lifestyle, wellness and 
sustainability. Her agency has received numerous accolades and 
she is an active board member of YPO Coastal San Diego. She 
graduated from East Carolina University in Greenville, N.C.

STEVE STRAUSS 
PARTNER, COOLEY LLP 

Steve Strauss is a first chair trial lawyer in Cooley’s global litigation 
department and has achieved trial verdicts and settlements in 
excess of $10 billion. He led the team litigating on behalf of the 
family of late Charger great Junior Seau to secure a settlement 
against the NFL. The family alleged Seau took his own life at age 
43 because of brain injuries sustained during his tenure with the 
league. Strauss has handled numerous high-profile cases, and his 
clients include Qualcomm and Kinder Morgan.

ELIZABETH VALENZUELA-BANKER
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND PRESIDENT, SHORE 

SOLUTIONS

Elizabeth Valenzuela-Banker is Shore Solutions’ CEO and 
President. Valenzuela-Banker served in the United States Navy 
as a Quartermaster aboard the USS Howard (DDG83) from 
2005-2009. After discharge from the Navy, she served in sales 
and international sales roles for companies in the government 
contracting space and eventually decided to pursue her passion, 
which is what drove her to buy Shore Solutions in January 2016.
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